








*-SU8J s DIA’ DEFENSE.. INTELLIGENCE NOTICE (BIN) <U) 

'DIAD)IN 124-5A (AS OF: 19.33 EOT 4 MAY 78) 

ARGEiNT INaT^^CKGROUND OF VIDELA APPOINTMENT. CU> 

1. { o/u f)T»TEtr?r I THE COMMITTEE THAT 

i - 

SETTLED THE JUNTA’S PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION .DEADLOCK , 

1 WAS APPARENTLY CONVENED AT THE SUGGESTION OF THE 

! ,FOIA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024 (i) (1) - 

DISSENTER, ADMIRAL EMILIO MASSERA, WHO AGREED TO ABIDE''' Intelligence Sources and Methods 
^B.Y" IT S DECISION. IT RENOMINATED PRESIDENT JORGE, VIDELA 
’/*AND\ REPORTEDLY RESOLVED MAJOR INTERSERVICE ..DIFFERENCES 


OVER JUNTA AND PRESIDENTIAL POWER« 



) MASSERA REITERATED 


THE NAVY’S OPPOSITION TO VIDELA AT THE 27 APRIL JUNTA 
SESSION. HE PROPOSED THAT THE ARMY PRESENT THREE 
OTHER CANDIDATES FOR THE JUNTA TO CONSIDER. WHEN 


NW 54739 Dodd : 32990240 Page 2 








'p^Aa l K iip)^ Q 

VIDELA AND° AIR FORCE COMMANDER LT GEN ORLANDO AGOSTI 

l ,, 

■REJECTED THAT PLAN, MAS SERA SUGGESTED THE CREATION OF AN INTER- 

SER VICE COMMITTEE OF SENIOR OFFICERS TO RESOLVE THE 
• - 

/IMPASSE. VIDELA AND AGOSTI AGREED AFTER SECURING 

■‘MAS SERA’S PLEDGE TO GO ALONG WITH THE COMMITTEE’S DECISION. 

(C/W NI HT ’ Sfc A l THE COMMITTEE MET ON THE 

,;-29TH AND 30TH, AND NOMINATED VIDELA FOR A THREE-YEAR 

s‘ ■ - r 

? TERMr ENDING IN MARCH 1981. THE JUNTA RATIFIED 


AND .ANNOUNCED THIS CHOICE ON 2 MAY. IT ALSO REPORTED!;:* 


AGREED THAT THE SERVICE SECRETARIES GENERAL SHOULD 
MEET, TO DELINEATE THE JUNTA’S POWERS UNDER ..GUIDELINES 
K ESTABLISHED AT THE 29 AND 30 APRIL SESSION. 

4. j C O/W NI NT CL ; | T THE SENIOR OFFICERS 

!. AGREED THAT LEGISLATIVE POWERS WILL NOT CHANGE. THE 
LEGISLATIVE ADVISORY COUNCIL (CAL) WILL CONTINUE TO 

r 1 

I ADVl'SE THE PRESIDENT, WHO IN TURN DECREES LAWS. THE 
JUNTA INTERVENES TO SETTLE DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE 
r~'-'CA'lT AND THE PRESIDENT. EACH SERVICE, WILL PARTICIPATE 
IN SELECTING CABINET MINISTERS AND PROVINCIAL GOVER- 
1 '. NORS IN A MANNER TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SECRETARIES 


FOIA(b)(3) - 50 USC 3024(i)(1) - 
Intelligence Sources and Methods 
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fj/ GENERAL, THE JUNTA WILL STILL BE ABOVE THE PRESIDENT; 


^/therefore, he will hot have the authority to appoint 

f j ‘ i 

iii OR dismiss service commanders, the hierarchy issue 

t ! 

i had caused much friction among the military branches 


DURING EARL IE 


’ discussions on the organization of the 

I 

transition government. 

5. W l 1 WHILE anti- videla navy sentiments may 

HA VS I BEEN PIQUED BY THE COMMITTEE'S SELECTION, THE 
AIR (FORCE AND NAVY SHOULD HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT APPEASED. 

i 

BY THE DECISION LIMITING PRESIDENTIAL AUTHORITY. THE 

> 

JUNTA'S NEED TO DEFER THE SUCCESSION MATTER TO A JOINT- 

i 

SERVICE BODY LARGELY REFLECTS THE PERSONALITY DIFFER¬ 
ENCES THAT WILL CONTINUE TO IMPEDE THE JUNTA’S WORK 
> 

DURING ITS WANING MONTHS. THE DEFERRAL ALSO SUGGESTS 
THAT OTHER MAJOR MATTERS MAY HAVE TO BE DECIDED SIM¬ 


ILARLY. 



FOIA(b)(3) - 50 USC 3024(i)(1) - 
Intelligence Sources and Methods 


10 USC 424 - DIA, WRO and NGA 
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SUBJ: DIA DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE NOTICE (DIN) CU). 

DIADIN 123-3A (AS OF: * 1532 EDT 3 MAY 7.8) 


’ FOIA(b)(3) - 50 USG 3024(i)(1) - 
Intelligence Sources and Methods 


ARGENTINA: PRESIDENT VIDELA APPOINTED TO SECOND TERM, (U) 

1. | WEEKS OF POLITICAL MANEUVERING AND INTRAJUNTA 

o FRICTION HAVE CULMINATED IN THE SELECTION OF ARMY COMMANDER 
JlN CHIEF GEN JORj^Jk^^TDE^ A NEW TERM, EXTENDING HIS 

PRESIDENCY UNTIL MARCH 1981. VIDELA WILL RETIRE AS ARMY-COM¬ 
MANDER ON 1 AUGUST, THUS INAUGURATING THE PERIOD OF JOINT PRESI¬ 
DENTIAL-JUNTA RULE THAT REPRESENTS THE SECOND PHASE IN THE 
MILITARY’S PLAN TO EVENTUALLY RETURN TO A DEMOCRATIC FORM OF 


GOVERNME NT. 


2. (U) A COMMUNIQUE RELEASED AT THE CLO‘SE OF THE 2 MAY SESSION 

OF THE JUNTA ANNOUNCED THAT VIDELA WILL SERVE THE 29 MAR 78- 
29 MAR 81 TERM. THE STATEMENT ALSO REVEALED THAT THE JUNTA 



JJW 54739 Dodd: 32990240 Page 6 





PAGE 2 Q 


] it t I t T 


HAS. ORDERED THE APPROPRIATE ORGA IE AT 10 NS TO STUDY AND PROPOSE, * 

BEFORE 15 JULY, RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO THE DISTRIBUTION 

.. (3) - 50 USC 3024 (i) (1) 

OF POWER BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT- AND THE JUNTA. / Intelligence Sources and Methods 


3. 


[5/WNI 




] THE PRESIDENTIAL CHOICE HAD 


BEEN POSTPONED AT LEAST TWICE DURING APRIL BECAUSE OF THE NAVY’S 
RELUCTANCE TO SUPPORT VIDELA. THE CONSENSUS APPARENTLY WAS 
REACHED I 


| [ aND ENDED THEIR SESSION BY FORMALLY NOMINATING VIDELA. 

THERE IS ALSO A POSSIBILITY THAT | | MAY HAVE OBTAINED 


SOME CONCESSION ON OTHER ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE. IN EXCHANGE FOR 
CONSENTING TO THE NOMINATION. | 

" [was SEEKING TO, BLOCK THE. ANTICIPATED PROMOTION 


1 


OF MAJ GEN ROBERTO^VIPLAFToZaRMY COMMANDER AND TO ARRANGE THE 
APPOINTMENT OF AN INDIVIDUAL LESS SUBSERVIENT TO HIM IN ORDER 
TO GUARANTEE THE JUNTAS INDEPENDENCE. VIDELA *S SUCCESSOR HA$ 
NOT YET BEEN NAMED. V | HAS ALSO PUSHED, FOR REVISION OF 

THE NATION’S ECONOMIC POLICY. 

4 . -efrj 


J DESPITE THE RELIEF BROUGHT BY VIDELA’S APPOINT¬ 


MENT, THERE ARE STILL IMPORTANT ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED, PARTI¬ 
CULARLY THE QUESTION OF THE POWER STRUCTURE. OBSERVERS IN BUENOS 


3 


HW 54739 Dodd : 32990240 Page 7 




















